
Homage to Mostafa El Abbadi
The University of Quebec at Montreal renders homage today to Professor Mostafa El Abbadi by awarding him the title of Doctor honoris causa, according to the decision taken by its administrative council and according to the recommendation of its Faculty of Human Sciences. By this gesture, the University wishes to underscore the remarkable career of Mostafa El Abbadi.
Professor at the University of Alexandria, Mostafa El Abbadi is mainly recognized as a historian by his work on Greco-Roman culture. His achievements in the field of research, in particular his work on the Mediterranean, render this great philologist a specialist in near Eastern cultures and an expert in the domain of relations between the Arab world and Christianity.
In the 1960's, after obtaining his Ph.D. from the University of Cambridge, Professor EI Abbadi concentrated his attention on Hellenistic Egypt, in particular on the question of citizenship. During the following decade, his main interest was dedicated to the transitional period that separates the Byzantine era from that dominated by the Arabs, a period that involved a study of early Islam.
In the 1980's, he devotes his attention to the interchange between cultures especially in the domain of the sciences. It is here that we see emerging in his works, the importance of the city of Alexandria. Numerous articles were written by him on that subject that demonstrates the high quality of antique knowledge besides being a symbol of cosmopolitanism and tolerance.
Professor El Abbadi's open mindedness, his cosmopolitan spirit, his care for dialogue and defense of the humanistic tradition in a troubled era, prepared him for his principal commitment during the past ten years, the resurrection of the ancient Library of Alexandria. At the head of a group of scholars and with the support of the Unesco, he not only managed to convince politicians of the necessity for such an institution which was inaugurated in 2002, but he also widened its scope, to include contemporary Arab society.
Author of an important history of the ancient Library, translated into six languages, Mostafa EI Abbadi can be proud to have taken over the mandate once entrusted to Demetrius of Phaleron by Ptolemy. Like his illustrious predecessor, he represents for academia, the model of a scholar fashioned in the most rigorous manner and of a man of culture inspired by an ideal of which the world is most in need of at our present time.
For his contribution to world heritage, his indefatigable defense of freedom of thought and for his remarkable contributions as the author of a major work, which far exceeds its singular philological importance, the University of Quebec in Montreal wishes to honour and salute Mostafa EI-Abbadi, doctor honoris causa.
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